








Ride to Live Trains Riders

The Coronado Police Department 
offers free motorcycle training to the 
community to help riders learn the skills 
they need to avoid accidents. The Ride 
to Live program started in February and 
has proved popular among local mo-
torcyclists who want to improve their 
riding. The motorcycle safety training 
program is offered using a grant from 
the California Office of Traffic Safety. It 

provides riders hands-on training on 
important skills such as steering, turn-
ing and braking. The program also helps 
participants be more careful riders and 
gives officers another way to positively 
interact with the motorcycle-riding 
community. So far, 53 participants have 
successfully completed the program. 
The program is based on the Ride to 
Live program that began in 2015 in 
Hawthorne, California. The program is 
managed by Traffic Cpl. Anthony Flores, 
who discovered the program when he 
was looking for ways to reduce com-
plaints about motorcycles along Third 
and Fourth streets, a state highway and 
major route to Navy bases in town. The 
program is taught by certified police 
motorcycle instructors and Coronado 
motor officers. Classes fill up fast. To 
register, visit www.coronadopd.org.

Mathewson Park Update

Construction has begun on a 
project to renovate the playground 
equipment at Mathewson Park to 
make it universally accessible. Work 
is estimated to be completed by early 
February. The City plans to upgrade 
playgrounds all over Coronado with 

universally accessible equipment 
as the play structures come up in 
the natural cycle for replacement. 
However, the Council moved Spreckels 
Park higher on the list since it is 
heavily used. It will follow the work 
at Mathewson park. The project was 
designed with public input to include 
a play structure for children ages 2-12 
with shade and accessible features 
in an earth tone color scheme, multi-
sensory play elements, ADA rubber 
playground safety surfacing, and an 
accessible picnic table, bench and 
drinking fountain for children 
and their caregivers. The project 
follows universal design so the 
park is accessible and used by 
all regardless of  age, size, ability 
or disability. There is a growing 
awareness of the need to create 
spaces that are accessible to all.

Avenida del Sol Upgrades

Work continues on Avenida del Sol 
that will include public improvements 
such as a new signalized intersection 
and pedestrian crosswalk, landscaped 
sidewalk and angled parking. The 
existing Paseo del Mar walkway on 
the beach will be extended around 
the street-end and the existing stairs 

will be replaced with an access ramp. 
Work on the cul de sac is an upgrade 
required by the City as part of the Hotel 
del Coronado’s $400 million Master 
Plan of construction. As part of the 
project, the hotel will have a majority 
of its parking underground. What is 
now the temporary main entrance 
during construction will be eliminated. 
What may interest residents most is 
the restoration of the former main 
entrance that will include a new grand 
landscaped entry with a view of the 
iconic red turret and a new front facade 
inspired by the original porch and 
veranda with two entry stairs. The hotel 
expects to complete work by late 2021.

Updates: What’s Going on Around Coronado?
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To help get residents in the spirit, the 
City is planning safe, festive and fun 
holiday activities for the whole family. 
Coronado’s traditional Snow Mountain, 
Holiday Parade and Breakfast with Santa 
are canceled but check out these events 
that can be enjoyed safely:

How to Contact Santa in 2020
1. Letters to Santa – Children 

receive a written response from Santa. 
Put your letter into the “North Pole 
Express Mailbox” at the Community 
Center through Dec. 16.  Include a self-
addressed stamped envelope.

2. North Pole Hotline - Santa will 
make a personal phone call to all the 
boys and girls in the home. Register 
online at www.coronado.ca.us/
recreation or call (619) 522-7342 to  
select a time from 3 to 5 p.m. Dec. 14-18. 

Home in Coronado for the Holidays
The City is hosting a free drive-thru 

holiday event for the whole family on 
Saturday, Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Families can “cruise” down Candy Cane 

Lane (City Hall, 1825 Strand Way), make 
a stop at the Gingerbread House, take a 
holiday photo at Santa’s Village and visit 
the North Pole. Participants will receive 
holiday cookies and cocoa, fun activities 
to enjoy at home, a professional holiday 
photo, goodie bags and surprise treats. 
Registration is required. Call (619) 522-
7342 to register.

Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly
Bring the holidays to life inside 

and around your home with these 
Holiday Photo Contests: Deck the Tree, 
Deck the Doors or Festive Holiday 
Décor. Decorate, give your creation 
a name, snap a photo, tag us at 
#92118holidays2020 on Facebook or 
Instagram or email recdept@coronado.
ca.us. One photo per contest per person.  
Call (619) 522-7342 for details. 

Cocoa and Canvas
A virtual holiday-themed painting 

class with a local artist. Cost is $5 
and includes a kit to create a holiday 
masterpiece, and cocoa. 

Also planned are virtual storytimes 
with the Library; a holiday-themed 
sandcastle building contest; virtual 
mocktails and cooking videos; and 
a Community Food Drive. Check 
Coronado TV for more events such as 
cookie decorating, holiday cooking and 
fl oral arranging. 

Coronado Offers Safe, Festive Holiday Events


