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Coronado Offers Services, What’s Inside?
Programs During COVID-19
The City has worked diligently
since March to provide news and
information to the Coronado
community on the pandemic.
Things continue to change
quickly as state and local health
agencies work to reduce the
spread of COVID-19. Certain businesses
and activities were forced to close due
to a rise in cases then allowed to reopen,
then required to close yet again. The
changes can be frustrating but they are
meant to protect the most vulnerable.
San Diego County has seen COVID-19
cases and community outbreaks rise
over the past month and there is still
a way to
go before
the virus is
contained.
The City
wants
residents to
know that we are in this together and
that the City will continue to provide the
level of service residents have come to
expect now more than ever due to these
uncertain times.
Some of the relief and aid Coronado
has provided to the community can be
found outlined in this special issue of
Currents. City staff is working on rolling
out more programs and re-imagining

how the City will
present traditional
events such as the
Avenue of Heroes
Banner Ceremony
and Commissioners
Reception.
The City funded interest-free loans to
small businesses; held mask giveaways;
offered a free outdoor dining venue in
Spreckels Park; allowed businesses to
expand outdoor dining; and allowed
gyms and fitness centers to hold classes
in public parks.
In the pandemic’s early months, the
City implemented a Call Center for those
with questions and the Safe at Home but
Not Alone program for those needing
a helping hand. The Library offered
curbside pick-up when forced to close.
Some of the early programming is
ongoing including a COVID-19 email
newsletter, Red Cross blood drives; safe
holiday programs; and the Neighbor-toNeighbor program, a communications
network created to connect people in
their neighborhoods.
The City also produced popular fitness
and wellness videos shown weekdays
on Coronado TV as well as reading and
children’s activities organized by the
Coronado Public Library shown live on
Coronado TV and Facebook. The City
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launched a virtual 130-mile challenge to
keep people moving and celebrate the
City’s 130th anniversary; a temporary
business monitoring program to help
educate businesses; and an online
community engagement platform.
Take a look inside to learn more
about how Coronado is responding to
the pandemic with its initial services,
ongoing programs and projects now in
the planning stages.

Caution Urged as COVID-19 Cases Increase
The County of San Diego remains
in the most restrictive Purple Tier. As
community outbreaks and COVID-19
cases continued to rise in recent weeks,
Coronado asks residents to abide by all
state and County public health orders:
• Avoid gatherings
• Wear a mask
• Wash your hands
• Stay home if you are sick
• Maintain social distancing
The governor issued a Limited Stay at

Home Order last month in effect until
Dec. 21. People are to remain at home
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. daily for all
non-essential work. With the holidays
here, health officials warn residents to
be vigilant about taking the necessary
precautions to prevent the spread of
the virus. Given the surge in cases and
hospitalizations, the County urges
residents to keep holiday celebrations
small, short and safe. Gatherings with
members of your own household

represent a lower risk of getting and
passing COVID-19.
If you are going to gather, be careful.
The health order calls for no more than
three households gathering at once for
no longer than two hours.

Comment Coronado Promotes Engagement
Community
engagement is
an important
value to the City.
Prior to the
public health
orders prohibiting gatherings, the City
was planning various public meetings
to seek input on a variety of projects.
COVID-19 caused us to have
to regather, pivot and offer a
new approach to pursue public
engagement. Via a new platform
attached to the City’s homepage,
Coronado launched “Comment
Coronado, ” a community engagement

space that allows residents to obtain
information on current projects
and share their ideas with surveys,
interactive maps, discussion forums
and spaces to post ideas. Citizens can
hear about and engage on topics that
matter to them and receive updates on
new projects at their convenience.
The site was launched in October
with three featured projects -- Climate
Action Plan, Housing Element Update
and Cays Park Rehabilitation Master
Plan -- and now has three more -2021 Community Read, Gas Powered
Leaf Blower Ban and Sea Level Rise
Planning. More and varied projects will

soon be added, including significant
construction projects and events for
children and the entire family.
The City contracted with Bang the
Table to provide the online platform to
facilitate discussion in public decision
making. Bang the Table provides
software for online community
and stakeholder engagement. You
can find Comment Coronado at
commentcoronado.org or via the City’s
website: www.coronado.ca.us.
The City hopes to reach residents
and all project stakeholders to build
relationships for future engagement
and to gauge outreach efforts.

City Marks 130 Years, Hosts Citywide Challenge
Coronado celebrates its 130th
anniversary on Dec. 11. The celebration
will be low-key due to the pandemic
and the inability to host any in-person
celebrations. Still, the City wanted to
mark the occasion.
At the Dec. 2 City Council meeting,
City Manager Blair King spoke about
Coronado’s 130th anniversary,
introduced a celebratory video and
invited a local event production
company, Easy Day Sports, to discuss
the results of the “Coronado 130 Virtual
Challenge: Actively Celebrating 130
Years of Community.”
The challenge was developed by

the City to inspire residents to come
together, challenge themselves
and their neighbors, and commit
to completing 130 miles of physical
activity safely during a pandemic. It
also was held to honor Coronado’s
incorporation on Dec. 11, 1890.
The Coronado 130 Virtual Challenge
began July 11 and runs through
Dec. 11. Registration was free and
finishers received a challenge medal, a
memento of an interesting year.
In reflecting on the City’s anniversary,
it is important to remember its history,
which began in modern days with
the $110,000 sale of the peninsula in

1885. Investors
seeking to
develop a
seaside resort
purchased the
land, mapped
it and sold lots
to fund the
building of the
Hotel del Coronado, which opened
in 1888. Two years later, a vote to
incorporate passed.
A sparsely populated community has
grown into the best beach city
in the United States that some 24,600
proudly call home.

Important News Items for Residents, Visitors
Leaf Blower Ban Starts Jan. 1
An ordinance banning gas-powered
leaf blowers in Coronado will go into
effect Jan. 1. The City Council adopted
an ordinance in 2019 to regulate the
use of leaf blowers within City limits
and gave the community more than
a year to convert and to let their
landscaping professionals know. The
ordinance establishes a time limit for
residential use from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
daily. The City instituted the ban to
reduce noise pollution and improve
air quality. The City has hosted virtual
webinars with electric leaf blower
brands, which can be found on the
City’s YouTube and Facebook pages.

its position to win grant opportunities.
The document will be an aspirational
menu of measures to achieve
greenhouse gas reduction targets.

Sea Level Rise Planning

automated field reporting capabilities,
automatic vehicle locators, property
and evidence management systems
and electronic citation software, and
hardware. The new system provides
centralized communications for police
officers and helps dispatchers easily
view and monitor all responding units.
The system was activated in July and
integrates tools that allow dispatchers
to access real-time location and
additional data for 911 calls providing
for faster and more accurate delivery
of emergency services to citizens.

The City is learning more about the
potential effects of sea level rise and
possible mitigation strategies with
its sea level rise planning process.
It will begin with the preparation
of a Vulnerability Assessment,
followed by an Adaptation Plan. The
Vulnerability Assessment will identify
areas that are subject to projected
sea level rise, rising tides, storm
surge, coastal flooding and erosion
through 2100. The Adaptation Plan
will provide possible strategies the
City and property owners can use to
address impacts. The City is working
with residents, business and all
stakeholders. Visit commentcoronado.
org and go to the Sea Level Rise page.

100th Bike Theft Arrest

Climate Action Plan Update

PD Communications Update
The Coronado Police Department
now has computer aided dispatch and
records management systems in place
that are efficient, user-friendly and
integrated. The City Council agreed
to replace the 20-year-old former
system in 2018. Also included in the
upgrade were mobile data computers,

There is still time to participate in
the City’s Climate Action Plan. Register
at commentcoronado.org and visit
the Climate Action Plan project page
to find out more about the project,
watch a recent public workshop and
post climate planning ideas. Coronado
is preparing a Climate Action Plan to
document and showcase current and
ongoing sustainability efforts, provide a
road map to further reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in the future and improve

Property crime is the biggest
category of crime in Coronado and
bike theft is a big part of that. The
Coronado Police Department is
proud to announce that its Remotely
Monitored Bike Program recently
had its 100th arrest. The 100th arrest
involved a 29-year-old man who was
jailed in October. The program outfits
bikes with GPS devices that ping
dispatchers when the bike is moving.
Police are able to track the bike and
nab thieves in the act. Over the six
years the program has been in effect,
bicycle thefts have declined. That can
be attributed to the program, more
residents using stronger U-Locks and
people registering their bicycles.

Arts & Culture in Coronado is Alive and Thriving
Banners on Orange Avenue
The Orange Avenue holiday banners
are on display now through the New
Year.
In 2021, the “nonprofits” series will be
installed from January through March.
Two local nonprofit organizations are
featured. Coronado School of the Arts
is celebrating 25 years and Emerald
Keepers is planning a celebration of
Earth Day 2021.
Each spring, the Cultural Arts
Commission invites local artists to apply
for the Celebrating Artists banner series.
The deadline is Jan. 15.
The program, initiated in 2016, is
funded through a grant from Discover
Coronado and is overseen by the

Cultural Arts Commission. Find out more
at CoronadoARTS.com or contact Kelly
Purvis at kpurvis@coronado.ca.us or
(619) 522-2633.

Avenue of Heroes Goes Virtual, Heroes Sought
The City invited the entire
community to tune into a special
Avenue of Heroes Banner Dedication
ceremony held on Nov. 7. It was a
virtual event that was well attended by
locals and people all over the country.
The event, which is traditionally held
twice annually, honors those former or
current Coronado residents serving or
who have served their country.
The Avenue of Heroes Committee
and the City made the difficult
decision to postpone the May 2020
banner dedication ceremony due
to restrictions on gatherings and

opted to move forward in November
with a virtual event to honor 16
military heroes. Each has a banner
along the City’s Avenue of Heroes, on
Third and Fourth streets from Orange
Avenue to Alameda Boulevard.
Those unable to virtually attend,
may still see a video of the ceremony,
which is available on the City’s
Facebook page
(https://www.
facebook.com/
CityofCoronado)
and on its
YouTube account

(https://youtu.be/qcVPaV68hpw).
The City is actively accepting
nominations for future banner
candidates. With its strong military ties,
Coronado has plenty of candidates.
Now is the time to consider
nominating your family member or
friend. Call the City Manager’s Office at
(619) 522-7340 for more information.

Updates: What’s Going on Around Coronado?
Ride to Live Trains Riders

Mathewson Park Update

Avenida del Sol Upgrades

The Coronado Police Department
offers free motorcycle training to the
community to help riders learn the skills
they need to avoid accidents. The Ride
to Live program started in February and
has proved popular among local motorcyclists who want to improve their
riding. The motorcycle safety training
program is offered using a grant from
the California Office of Traffic Safety. It

Construction has begun on a
project to renovate the playground
equipment at Mathewson Park to
make it universally accessible. Work
is estimated to be completed by early
February. The City plans to upgrade
playgrounds all over Coronado with

Work continues on Avenida del Sol
that will include public improvements
such as a new signalized intersection
and pedestrian crosswalk, landscaped
sidewalk and angled parking. The
existing Paseo del Mar walkway on
the beach will be extended around
the street-end and the existing stairs

provides riders hands-on training on
important skills such as steering, turning and braking. The program also helps
participants be more careful riders and
gives officers another way to positively
interact with the motorcycle-riding
community. So far, 53 participants have
successfully completed the program.
The program is based on the Ride to
Live program that began in 2015 in
Hawthorne, California. The program is
managed by Traffic Cpl. Anthony Flores,
who discovered the program when he
was looking for ways to reduce complaints about motorcycles along Third
and Fourth streets, a state highway and
major route to Navy bases in town. The
program is taught by certified police
motorcycle instructors and Coronado
motor officers. Classes fill up fast. To
register, visit www.coronadopd.org.

universally accessible equipment
as the play structures come up in
the natural cycle for replacement.
However, the Council moved Spreckels
Park higher on the list since it is
heavily used. It will follow the work
at Mathewson park. The project was
designed with public input to include
a play structure for children ages 2-12
with shade and accessible features
in an earth tone color scheme, multisensory play elements, ADA rubber
playground safety surfacing, and an
accessible picnic table, bench and
drinking fountain for children
and their caregivers. The project
follows universal design so the
park is accessible and used by
all regardless of age, size, ability
or disability. There is a growing
awareness of the need to create
spaces that are accessible to all.

will be replaced with an access ramp.
Work on the cul de sac is an upgrade
required by the City as part of the Hotel
del Coronado’s $400 million Master
Plan of construction. As part of the
project, the hotel will have a majority
of its parking underground. What is
now the temporary main entrance
during construction will be eliminated.
What may interest residents most is
the restoration of the former main
entrance that will include a new grand
landscaped entry with a view of the
iconic red turret and a new front facade
inspired by the original porch and
veranda with two entry stairs. The hotel
expects to complete work by late 2021.
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Coronado Offers Safe, Festive Holiday Events
To help get residents in the spirit, the
City is planning safe, festive and fun
holiday activities for the whole family.
Coronado’s traditional Snow Mountain,
Holiday Parade and Breakfast with Santa
are canceled but check out these events
that can be enjoyed safely:
How to Contact Santa in 2020
1. Letters to Santa – Children
receive a written response from Santa.
Put your letter into the “North Pole
Express Mailbox” at the Community
Center through Dec. 16. Include a selfaddressed stamped envelope.
2. North Pole Hotline - Santa will
make a personal phone call to all the
boys and girls in the home. Register
online at www.coronado.ca.us/
recreation or call (619) 522-7342 to
select a time from 3 to 5 p.m. Dec. 14-18.
Home in Coronado for the Holidays
The City is hosting a free drive-thru
holiday event for the whole family on
Saturday, Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Families can “cruise” down Candy Cane

Lane (City Hall, 1825 Strand Way), make
a stop at the Gingerbread House, take a
holiday photo at Santa’s Village and visit
the North Pole. Participants will receive
holiday cookies and cocoa, fun activities
to enjoy at home, a professional holiday
photo, goodie bags and surprise treats.
Registration is required. Call (619) 5227342 to register.

Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly
Bring the holidays to life inside
and around your home with these
Holiday Photo Contests: Deck the Tree,
Deck the Doors or Festive Holiday
Décor. Decorate, give your creation
a name, snap a photo, tag us at
#92118holidays2020 on Facebook or
Instagram or email recdept@coronado.
ca.us. One photo per contest per person.
Call (619) 522-7342 for details.
Cocoa and Canvas
A virtual holiday-themed painting
class with a local artist. Cost is $5
and includes a kit to create a holiday
masterpiece, and cocoa.
Also planned are virtual storytimes
with the Library; a holiday-themed
sandcastle building contest; virtual
mocktails and cooking videos; and
a Community Food Drive. Check
Coronado TV for more events such as
cookie decorating, holiday cooking and
floral arranging.

